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Plenty of black marks 
against the president 


» The Mueller report says that Trump 
tried to derail the Russia investigation, 
fearing it would doom his presidency. 


» The president's efforts were “mostly 
unsuccessful” because aides declined 
to carry out his orders and requests. 
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President Trump, bound for Mar-a-Lago, gives a thumbs-up as he prepares to board Air Force One at Andrews Air Force Base in Maryland on Thursday. 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Public at last, 
special counsel Robert Mueller’s report 
revealed to a waiting nation Thurs- 
day that President Donald Trump tried 
to seize control of 
the Russia probe 
and force Mueller’s 
removal to stop him 
from investigating 
potential obstruc- 
tion of justice by the 
president. Trump 


far 
Di 


was largely thwarted Ñ 
by those around him. Robert 
Mueller laid out Mueller 


multiple episodes in 

which Trump directed others to influ- 
ence or curtail the Russia investiga- 
tion after the special counsel’s appoint- 
ment in May 2017. Those efforts “were 
mostly unsuccessful, but that is largely 


because the persons who surrounded 
the President declined to carry out 
orders or accede to his requests,” Muel- 
ler wrote. 

After nearly two years, the two-vol- 
ume, 448-page redacted report made 
for riveting reading. 

In one particularly dramatic 
moment, Mueller reported that Trump 
was so agitated at the special coun- 
sel’s appointment on May 17, 2017, 
that he slumped back in his chair and 
declared: “Oh my God. This is terrible. 
This is the end of my presidency. Pm 
f---ed.” 

With that, Trump set out to save 
himself. 

In June of that year, Mueller wrote, 
Trump directed White House counsel 
Don McGahn to call Deputy Attorney 
General Rod Rosenstein, who oversaw 
» See REPORT, 5A 


Russia’s hackers crac 


BY ALEX DAUGHERTY, STEVE CONTORNO 
AND DAVID SMILEY 


Times/Herald Staff Writers 


Russian hackers gained access 
to at least one Florida county’s election 
computer network during the 2016 
campaign, according to special coun- 
sel Robert Mueller’s report released 
Thursday. 

Mueller’s report said the FBI con- 
cluded that the GRU, Russia’s for- 
eign military intelligence agency, sent 


spear-phishing emails to more than 
120 accounts used by Florida county 
officials responsible for overseeing the 
2016 election. The emails contained an 
attached Word document that included 
malicious software that gave the Rus- 
sian agency access to the infected com- 
puter. 

While the hacking attempts were 
previously reported, the spear-phish- 
ing effort’s apparent success in at 
least one Florida county was newly 
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More inside 


e The redacted 
report is public. 
What happens 
next? 

e A breakdown of 
the 10 instances 
of possible 
obstruction by 
President Trump. 
e What they're 
saying: Reactions 
to the report. 
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PATRICK SEMANSKY | Associated Press 
Attorney General William Barr speaks about the release 
of a redacted version of the Mueller report Thursday. 
Democratic leaders were critical of Barr’s remarks. 


ed one Florida county 


revealed on Thursday. The county was 
unnamed. 

“We understand the FBI believes 
that this operation enabled the GRU 
to gain access to the network of at least 
one Florida county government,” the 
report said. Mueller’s office “did not 
independently verify that belief” 

Paul Lux, president of the Florida 
State Association of Supervisors of 
Elections, said he wasn’t aware that 
any county-level election systems were 


compromised in Florida. 

“It is not information that I am 
aware of,’ Lux said Thursday. “To my 
knowledge, no counties were compro- 
mised. So, my presumption is that I 
don’t know which county would have 
been compromised, and that’s nothing 
Tve ever heard of.” 

The Florida Department of State said 
it has no knowledge of any successful 
hacking attempt in the 2016 election. 

» See FLORIDA, 4A 


When 
jurors 
had to 
know 


They questioned 
witnesses in John 
Jonchuck’s trial, but 
it’s a tricky process. 


BY JOSH SOLOMON, 
ZACHARY T. SAMPSON 
AND LANE DEGREGORY 
Times Staff Writers 


LARGO — Before the sec- 
ond day of testimony in the 
murder trial of John Jon- 
chuck, a courtroom deputy 
approached the bench. 

A juror had asked what to 
do if he had a question. 

Pinellas-Pasco Circuit Judge 
Chris Helinger tilted her head 
back. “Well, let’s have a discus- 
sion now,’ she said. 

“T have never invited ques- 
tions,” the judge told the pros- 
ecutors and public defend- 
ers, who had worked toward 
this trial for years. She wor- 
ried about slowing down the 
trial and had other concerns, 
which she did not explain in 
open court, about “issues that 
could be avoided.” 

But now that a juror 
wanted to know, she said, she 
felt she had to explain the pro- 
cess — still relatively new but 
with specific rules. 

From then on, jurors asked 
more than 50 questions to 
witnesses during the month- 
long trial of the Tampa man 
who dropped his 5-year-old 
daughter off a bridge. They 
wrote on scraps of paper from 
yellow legal 
pads and 
passed them 
to a deputy, 
who handed 
them to 
Helinger. 

She 
showed the 
questions to 
both teams 
of lawyers, 
and together, 
they decided what the witness 
could answer. Then, the judge 
read the questions to the wit- 
ness, who replied facing the 
jury. 

Jurors asked when Jon- 
chuck had been Baker Acted 
— and why. They wanted 
to know if he had asked 
about baptizing his daugh- 
ter, Phoebe. How long had 
he been off his medications? 
What was he addicted to? 
“Does the idea of saving the 
world show empathy?” 

Sometimes, the jurors had 
followup questions that they 
asked directly, talking to the 
witnesses themselves. 


. a 
Judge Chris 
Helinger 


For centuries, jurors in 
criminal court had to sit 
silently. They weren’t allowed 
to ask questions except at the 
end of the trial, and then only 
of the judge. 

But in the last decade, 
increasing numbers of states 
have adopted rules that allow 
jurors to get clarification dur- 
ing the testimony. 

“Im very much in favor of 
letting the jurors ask ques- 
tions,’ said Joseph Rice, a clin- 
» See JURORS, 11A 
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Needle exchanges may expand 


A bill passed by the House would let counties decide whether to set up a program. 


BY ELIZABETH KOH 
Times/Herald Tallahassee Bureau 

TALLAHASSEE — Florida is poised 
to reverse a ban on needle exchanges 
and allow counties statewide to 
approve their own programs after 
state House lawmakers voted nearly 
unanimously for the proposal and 
sent the bill back to the Senate for final 
approval. 

The legislation in the House and 
Senate would expand a pilot needle 
exchange program in Miami-Dade that 
state lawmakers approved for a five- 


year test run in 2016. That program 
has allowed injection drug users to 
trade dirty needles for clean ones with- 
out cost, distributed overdose-revers- 
ing naloxone and connected users to 
wound care and drug treatment. 

More than 250,000 needles have 
been collected since the pilot program 
began, and the program has signed up 
more than 1,000 participants since the 
end of 2016. It has also reversed more 
than 1,000 overdoses through nalox- 
one it distributes to those served, and 
the county’s number of opioid-related 


deaths has dipped despite a rise in 
those numbers elsewhere across the 
state. 

The bill, which would require county 
commissions to approve any programs 
in their jurisdiction, would mean 
that counties where local officials are 
opposed are still unlikely to see any 
programs. But officials in several larger 
urban counties, including Broward 
and Palm Beach, have already signaled 
interest. 

Matt Zweil, an advocate who for 
» See NEEDLES, 13A 
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Hansel Tookes is a University of Miami doctor 
who runs the pilot program in Miami-Dade to 
provide addicts with clean needles to prevent 
the transmission of diseases. 


